CHAPTER ONE
THE FIRST FRONTIER AND
PURITANISM: 1607-1750
same destiny which in America
halted the fabulous Mayan civilization
decreed that the literature of this country
of dark forests and wide plains should be, in
its beginnings, a transplanted literature. Its
flowering, as we know it to-day, does not
reach back directly to such native epics as
Beowulf or The Song of Roland; its roots are
not in the folk-ways of its continent's savage
people, but in the speech and writing of
western Europe. Moreover, its hardiest, most
seminal slips from old-world gardens came
not from Spain, which imposed a civilization
upon Mexico; not from France, whose hand-
ful of settlers in the North found no highly
developed Indian culture; but from England,
which contemptuously subdued the aborigines
and reasserted its own intellectual life. Eng-
lish speech, English writing, English cultural
ideals were, save for cross currents, to domi-
nate for centuries the literature of North
America. Such a transfer to new realms of the
ancient, powerful English culture was not
unusual; it was the latent might of America,
creating in three centuries one of the strong-
est nations of the earth, which made this re-
planting significant, which in due time made
American currents of thought, and thus
American literature, unique,
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